
Unit production manager of Tommy Lee 
Jones' The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada, 
Eric Wilhams affirms, "99.99% of the film was 
shot in Texits, wrth about six hours filming down 
in Mexico. In Texas we filmed in or around 
Odessa, Monahans, Van Hom. Marfa (Cibolo 
Creek Ranch), uJitas, and the Terlingua Tex/Mex 
border" area. We shot for foriy-seven days with 
one of tile greatest crews I've ever had the plea­
sune of worl<ing with." 

Ehzabeth Avellan, producer of several Robe.i 
Rodriguez films shot in Texas, induding most re­
cently Sin City and The Adventures ofSharkboy and 
Lavagir/, states, "For every production, our cl"ew 
is composed of 75-80% locals. We are creating a 
post-production infr"astllJcture With 50 I Post, a 
company that has permitted us to do our dailies 
In town. Although we always shool in High Def.­
nition, we had to send our dailies to Los Angeles 
befor-e 50 I Post agreed to purchase the neces­
sary equipment" Regarding equipment, Avellan 
says, "Locally, there are rentable trucks and star 
trailers We have dollies and cranes. Panavi­
sion's local offices in Dallas and Austin provide 
great camera, gnp and electric equipment The 
hotels In Austin provide genemus lates and su­
perb service. We Will continue suppomng and 
bUilding the local film business because it helps u 
and any other productions that come to town. 

"The Texas Legislature passed a bill this past 
session that would give pr-oductions more Incen­
tives and nebates, but it has not been funded 
yet." says Avellan. "We look forward to the 
influx of productions once they fund the film re­
bate program." 

Business manager of IATS E Local 484, Ken 
Rector- says, "Our incentive bill, when funded, will 
serve all of us well with ,ts 20% standard local job 
creation and an additional 5% for locations clas­
sified as undenJtlhzed. In light of a $750,000 cap, 
our bill will be most enticing for films with bud­
gets between one and twenty million dollars. 

"The recent hunricanes have caused a great 
strain on our state's tax revenue," says Rector. 
"Texas; first helped Louisiana with her displaced 
residents after Katrina, Then, Texas endured Its 
own devastation when Rita hit Because Texas 
lacks state income tax, we are unable to cl-eate 
a tax credit or sell back pr-ogram or benefit from 
auxiliary state revenue. 

"Despite the incentive fund's limiting draw­
backs, we are fortunate and thankful to those 
filmmakers who call Texas home," explains Rec­
tor. 'These filmmakers have the clout to shoot 
their productions hel-e and get the ,-esults they 
demand We hope these Texans and friends 
continue to comprehend that in oder to pre­
serve OUI- rapidly fleeing crew base and to main­
tain our bUSiness infrastr-ucture, we need repeat­
ed consideration.". 

CONTACTS: 

University of Texas Film Institute 
utfr.utexas.edu 

Burnt Orange Productions 
www.bumtol-angeproductions.com 

Killer Films 
www.killerf1lms.com 

Serendipitous Films 
www.s-fIIms.conl 

Storie Productions (;www.storieproductions.com 

501 Post 
www.501 post com 

Local 484 
wwwjatse484.com 


